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Introduction

This leaflet explains in a question and answer format the background to the provision of Local Aids to Navigation

(AtoN) and gives guidance on the responsibilities of the various p arties involved. Further advice on Aids to

Navigation may be obt ained by cont acting the Commissioners of Irish Light s.

Who are Irish Light s?

The Commissioners of Irish Light s is the General Lighthouse Authority , (GLA),

throughout Ireland and the adjacent seas and islands. Irish Light s provide Aids

to Navigation for all classes of mariners in general navigation and have a duty

of superintendence and management for all local Aids to Navigation.

What are Local Aids to Navigation?

The general navigation remit under which Irish Light s

provide AtoN does not extend to individual port

approaches or harbours. AtoN provided in such areas

are termed Local Aids to Navigation. Regardless of who

provides the AtoN the quality of service to the mariner

should be the same. Provision of such AtoN is regulated

by Merchant Shipping and Port s legislation. The duties

of Local Lighthouse Authorities in Northern Ireland are

set out in some det ail in the Port Marine Safety Code.

Local AtoN may be provided by local responsible bodies

or individuals under a Local Lighthouse Authority . Aids to

Navigation include lighthouses, radio aids, buoys,

beacons, poles, signs and any other aid intended to

assist safe navigation. This includes AtoN marking

aquaculture development s and temporary AtoN.

What are Local Lighthouse Authorities?

Local Lighthouse Authorities (LLA) have authority

over local AtoN in their area. T ypically they are

Harbour Authorities or County Councils but there

are other bodies in this role. Local AtoN may be

provided by the LLA themselves or by other bodies

or individuals. The provider has responsibility for

the provision and maintenance of the AtoN.

What is the Port Marine Safety Code?

The Port Marine Safety Code applies in Northern Ireland and was published by the then Dep artment of the

Environment, T ransport and the Regions in March 2000. The Code applies not only to Port s but to all undert akings

which are Local Lighthouse Authorities. An associated Good Practice Guide was published in March 2002. The Code

and Guide confirm the requirement to maint ain Aids to Navigation in accordance with a Safety Management System.

Such a system must provide for regular assessment of navigational requirement s as well as provision and

maintenance of aids, recording of performance and quarterly reporting to the GLA. Irish Light s recommend that all

Local Lighthouse Authorities adopt such a Safety Management System for the maintenance of local AtoN.

What role have CIL in relation to Local Aids?

Under the Merchant Shipping Act s (RoI and NI) and the

Port Marine Safety Code (NI) Irish Light s is the Authority

responsible for the management and superintendence of

all Aids to Navigation, including local AtoN.

Irish Light s is required to inspect local Aids to Navigation

and report the result of those inspections to the relevant

Government Minister . Aids to Navigation cannot be

est ablished, altered or removed without prior consent

from Irish Light s.



What are the responsibilities for Local

Lighthouse Authorities?

LLAs are responsible for assessment of the

requirement s for Aids to Navigation for their

area. Applications to Irish Light s for S t atutory

Sanction for Local AtoN must come through the

relevant LLA.

LLAs are required to submit quarterly

availability report s to Irish Light s on the

availability of AtoN in their area. Where an LLA

provides AtoN themselves, they have the

additional responsibilities of providers.

What is S t atutory Sanction?

Under the Merchant Shipping Act s, consent from

Irish Light s in the form of S t atutory Sanction is

required prior to the est ablishment, alteration, or

removal of any Aid to Navigation.

Application forms are available from Irish Light s

and may be downloaded from the website at

www .cil.ie

Irish Light s is happy to discuss Aids to

Navigation proposals with providers prior to

S t atutory Sanction application. While not

compulsory such prior consult ation can expedite

the S t atutory Sanction process.

What are the responsibilities of the Local Aids

to Navigation providers?

Providers of Aids to Navigation are responsible for ensuring

that they have appropriate st atutory sanction for the

est ablishment, alteration or removal of AtoN.

AtoN provided must meet international st andards of

present ation and availability as set out by the International

Association of Marine Aids to Navigation and Lighthouse

Authorities (IALA). Maintenance of the AtoN is the

responsibility of the provider .

What st andards of availability are required?

In deciding on the st andard of availability required the

first step is to decide whether the AtoN is of Category 1,

2 or 3 import ance. Factors t aken into account in

categorising AtoN include: degree of risk, import ance of

AtoN, local mix of AtoN, accessibility and local

conditions.

Having decided on the category the following availability

t arget s apply; 

Category 1 = 99.8% A vailability; 

Category 2 = 99.0% A vailability , 

Category 3 = 97.0% availability .

A vailability is measured on a 3 year rolling average to

ensure a fair assessment of the overall performance.

What records should be maint ained?

In general the manner in which records are maint ained

is a matter for the provider/LLA. Records may be

maint ained on computer or p aper systems. However ,

cert ain basic information is required including;

procedures for responding to casualties; det ails of

each AtoN and it s categorisation; records of failures

and rep air time and average performance over the last

three years.

Det ails of the performance of Local Lighthouse

Authority AtoN must be returned to Irish Light s on a

quarterly basis.

Are there any other benefit s?

Maintenance of a proper management system for Local Lighthouse Authority Aids to Navigation is import ant both as a

support for safe navigation and as a demonstration of proper care .

The Irish Light s inspection and audit provides a valuable objective assessment of the adequacy of your AtoN.

Further advice on the provision and maintenance of Local Aids to Navigation is available from the Irish Light s Local

AtoN Inspector .



If your AtoN have not been inspected by the Irish

Light s Local AtoN Inspector this year an

inspection will be prioritised and will t ake place in

the coming months. Part of the inspection process

will be assessment of the definitive list of AtoN

and providers in each LLA area.

The inspection will also identify any unsanctioned

AtoN or deficiencies in sanctioned AtoN.

Following the inspection and agreement on the

AtoN provided, each LLA and provider should

maint ain records of the availability of their AtoN

and submit a quarterly availability return to Irish

Light s.

IALA M ARITIME B UOY AGE S YSTEM

Commissioners of Irish Light s, Harbour Road, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin.

T el: 01-2715400 Fax: 01-2715566 Email: marine@cil.ie W ebsite: www .cil.ie

Further information can be found via the Irish Light s

website at www .cil.ie.

S pecific queries should be addressed to the:

Head of Marine, 

Commissioners of Irish Light s, 

Harbour Road, Dun Laoghaire,

Co. Dublin.

Email: marine@cil.ie 

T elephone: 01-2715400

What happens next? Where can I find out more?
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