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HE COMMISSIONERS OF IRISH LIGHTS' new
T Aids to Na

built b

vigation v essel, IL V Gr anuaile w as

y Damen Ship y ards and deliv ered in January
2000. The third Irish Lights ship to be named
Gr anuaile she replaces the v essel of the same name,
which has been a familiar sight around the Irish
Coast for the past 30 y ears.
The new Gr anuaile has been designed to be a

multi-functional v essel which can oper ate in difficult
sea conditions. Fitted with dynamic positioning
link ed to the satellite based na vigation system

DGPS , the v essel's primary function is to place and

service the 150 offshore buo ys which w arn Mariners
of the location of sand banks, reefs, and other

offshore hazards near shipping routes. The ship will

also serv e as a helicopter platform for servicing
offshore lighthouses and will be a v ailable to assist
State agencies with Search and R escue, emergency
towing, oil pollution control, surv eying, and offshore
data collection. She is probably the one of the most
essel of her t

adv anced v ype in the world.

The order for the new

C ONTRACTING

ILV

GRANUAILE

is ideally suited for buo

short term contr

and rescue, salv

age and reco

h y drogr

aphic applications.

She has accommodation for an extr

sons or can accept modular housing on the after

deck. She is shallow dr

has hea

cr ane with an outreach of 20 metres

F or further details and r

ship w as placed on 7th
March 1998 with Damen

Ship y ards of Holland. The
ship's hull w as fabricated
in Galatz Ship y ards in
R omania and launched on

14th A

ugust 1999 b y Mrs

Philippa Maclar an, wife of
the Chairman of the
Commissioners of Irish
Lights. She w as then

towed to the Netherlands

for final fitting out b y

Damen Ship y ards.

G RANUAILE

isa v ailable for hire for

act oper

y and chain work, search

v ery

afted at 4.40 metres and

vy lifting equipment including a 20 tonne
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GRANUAILE - A WESTERN PRINCESS

t the beginning of the sixteenth century . Clare Island at
A the mouth of Clew Ba yw  asastrong hold of the

O'Malleys, a clan of fierce w arriors and daring sailors whose

name w as dreaded along the wild Connaught coast. They

had a large fleet of ships and under their chieftain Owen,

they frequently sallied forth o v er the western seas in search
of plunder Ships laden with Spanish wine were their richest

quarry . butv essels belonging to British merchants and ev

to the English Go v emment itself . sometimes became their
prey

in all these expeditions Owen's constant companion w

his little daughter ,Gr ainne. The child became used to sea
fights, and grew up to lo v e danger and adv enture.
She w asonly 19y ears old when her father died. But she

w as an unusual girl and a born leader of men. She immedi

ately took command of her father's fleet, and setting aside

her y oung brother . placed herself at the head of the clan.
The O'Malley mariners readily flock ed around her . and before
long the pir ate princess became, as her father had been, the

dread of the western seas.

Complaints about Gr ainne's misdeeds were sent to the
English queen, Elizabeth I. Gr ainne w as proclaimed an out
la wand £500 - a great sum in those da ys-w as offered for

her capture.

en

as

c. 1530 - 1603

Clare Island. Coiled around her bed post w as a ship's cable
which passed out through the window and w as attached to her
own galley in the harbour beneath. The galley w as joined to
the next ship b y another cable and so on throughout the fleet.
The ships were moored in this w a y to guard against a surprise
attack.

As time went on, Gr ainne decided, in the interests of her
clan, to mak e peace with Elizabeth. The English queen in vited

the O'Malley princess to visit her in person. From Clare Island

Gr ainne set sail and in due course reached London.

A ttended b y her rish body quard, she presented herself

before the queen, clad in the simple dress of her nativ e land.
She wore a robe died with saffron, her dark hair w as gathered

up on the crown of her head and held with a silv er pin, her

long chieftain's coat of crimson w as thrown o v er her head and

shoulders and fastened with a gold brooch.

She w as well receiv edb vy Elizabeth who offered to mak e her
a countess. Gr ainne proudly declined this offer . She would

accept nothing for herself  but she w as willing to accept an

earldom for her bab yson, T o y.

From her visit to the English queen she returned safely to
her own people, to end her da ys in peace. F or all her storm y
life and daring deeds, there w as shown in her a dev oion to

her religion. She built a monastery on Clare Island, and there

When not at sea, she slept at this time in her castle on she is said to ha Vv e been buried.
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G ENERAL

P ARTICULARS

D IMENSIONS

Built by: Damen Ship y ards Holland Length Overall: 79.69 m
Date: 31st January 2000 Breadth Moulded: 16.10 m
Official Number: 403374 Depth Moulded: 6.75m
IMO Number: 9192947 Depth of Hold: 6.0 m
MMSI: 250191000 Working Deck Width: 15.80 m
Radio Call Sign: EIPT Gross Registered Tonnage: 2625 tonnes
Class: Llo y ds 100A1, +LMC, Net Registered Tonnage: 787 tonnes
+UMS + DP (AM) Loaded Displacement: 3,903 tonnes
IMO DP Notation: Class 1 Operational Draft: 440 m
D Eck E QUIPMENT
E NGINE C ONFIGURATION (D IESEL E LECTRIC )
1 x Liebherr Cr ane, 20 tonne SWL with hea ve
Power: 3,500 kW
outreach 20 metres
Generators: 5 x 700kW MAN B&W engines
2 x 15 tonne Chain capstans
T ype 8L 16/24 driving 690v AC
2 x 26" wooden motor boats
A VK gener ators
1 x 8 metre RIB powered b y inboard engine
Propulsion: 2 x 1,100 kW INDAR v ariable
2xK armfork ‘chain gr abbers’
speed AC motors driving 2 x
1 set of Hy dr aulic T owing Pins
Schottel rudder propellers t ype
Container Capabilit y - 16 TEU Single Stack
SRP 1010 ZSFP
Moonpool: diameter - 0.5m; length: 7.7m
Bow Thruster: 1,100 kW INDAR v ariable speed
AC motor driving Elliot White Gill
Jett ype 50T3S 360°
T owING E QUIPMENT
Stabilising: Intering S ystem (P assiv e)
1 x towing winch, 40 tonne bollard pull
1 x 32mm x 300m towing wire with 30cm soft ey
60 tonnes breaking str ain.
| NTEGRATED B RIDGE S YSTEM
1 x 200m 9" octoplait with large soft ey e one end
. - K ongsberg Simr ad SDP11 Dynamic P ositioning
and wire tail with large ey e other end.
; ) S ystem 2 x DGPS Northstar MX500
Ancillary gear of slips, strops, shackles etc.
1x Lor an C Furuno L C90
2 x C Plath Gyro Compass
o R ECOVERY Radars: 1 x Nucleus 2 6000 26" colour
R adar (1 X -Band, plus 1 x K elvin
Bilge W ater T ank - 30 tonnes .
Hughes Manta digital Sharpey e
Dirt yOil T ank - 10 tonnes
S-Band)
Electronic
H  YDROGRAPHIC P ACKAGE Charts: K elvin Hughes Nucleus 2 Dual
Fuel ECDIS system
1 x ELAC Multibeam Data Acquition S ystem
Sonar: 1 x Furuno CN 36 forw ard
1xT racCA utomatic T r ack Guidance
looking Sonar
1x CARIS P ost Processing S ystem
1 x Furuno CN 36 forw ard looking Sonar
1 x ELAC LAZ 5000 echo sounder (single beam) C Lose Q UARTERS D p W ORK
1 x Seatex MRU-5
1xF an Beam R adar
1 x Marimatech SVP-HMS1820
1xK ongsberg Seatex Seapath 200 attitude GPS
L 1Quibs
Bunkers Maximum: 320 tonnes
H  ELICOPTER O PERATIONS Fresh Water: 457 tonnes
Daylight operations only Water Making: 4 tons per da y(if required)
Pad: Located forw ard - semi-circular Maximum Speed: 13.00 knots
with 13 metre diameter Endurance: 45 da ys @ cruising speed
Max weight: 3.2 tonnes.
Fuel: Direct pumped fuelling Jet A1 - MGO Consumption 24 hrs:
1700 litres. 2 engines @ 80% = 6 tonnes per da y

Underslinging: A v ailable from the afterdeck.

3 engines @ 80% = 10 tonnes per da

A CCOMMODATION

Crew: There is a permanent crew of 16.
Others: There is single room en-suite
accommodation for 10 others.

All cabins are air -conditioned.

S ECURITY

CCTV External and Internal Monitoring
(5 camer as and 3 monitors)

ISPS appro v ed access control system
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